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The man with a dream of opera 
 
[Appledaily – Hong Kong, 14 Aug 2013] As an amateur opera artist in professional 
opera performance, Eric knows how to let music lover taste music. He develops an 
App, which let music lover practice ABRSM Aural test at any time.  
 
Mr. Eric Yung is first honor graduate in Electronic Engineering of Hong Kong 
University of Science Technology (HKUST). Three professors invited him to co-found 
Perception Digital (HKEX:01822) when he has not yet graduated. In his secondary 
school days, he studied at Munsang College. Ricky Wong of Hong Kong TV and 
Wing Sze Yip, the conductor of Hong Kong Philharmonic were also alumni of 
Munsang College. Late music teacher, Mr. Paul Tsang who invited Eric to join Choir, 
found Eric’s talent. Mr. Tsang was famous classical musician in the 50th and 60th 
century. Mr. Tsang taught Eric how to sing classical music during lunchtime and after 
school. “Land of Hope and Glory, the song to encourage British citizen during war 
time, is the one taught by Mr. Tsang and I like it very much. It is a very passionate 
song.” Eric said. In his university days, Eric’s talent was also found by HKUST Music 
director and conductor, Mr. Chiang Wai Man. Mr. Chiang also taught him how to sing 
and gave Eric the first chance of being conductor.  
 
Eric started to learn Piano at 6 and achieved Grade 8 piano performance at 13. He 
was member of choirs since childhood. Eric was good at all kinds of music works, 
including composing, conducting, solo. However, all these are the entry ticket for Eric 
to become opera artist. “When I met friends from music department in university and 
they know I knew so many knowledge about music, they invite me to participate in 
opera performance.” Eric said. After the start of opera performance, Eric became 
crazy about it. The period during the studies of master of philosophy in electronic 
engineering at HKUST was the craziest time. Eric continues, “The pressure during 
the year 1 of master studies was the lowest. I could participate in two opera 
productions a year and also participated in choir performance. Besides, I also 
participated composing competition and got the best composing award. Other 
participants were all from university music department.” The start time of his life in 
opera performance was 1999 when urban council and regional urban council still 
existed. They would organize at least one opera performance per year respectively. 
Eric has participated in the performance of both opera Aida and Die Fledermaus. 
Even though the organizer only provided a tiny salary for artists, Eric enjoyed the 
performance very much.  
 
In order to perform in Die Fledermaus, Eric has spent a few weeks to learn waltz. 
However, Eric still stepped on the dress of his partner during performance. Eric 
explains, “The dress that my partner was wearing is in palace style. I kept stepping 
on her dress, no matter how I danced. However, it is easier for a singer to learn 
dancing, when comparing the difficulties of a dancer to learn singing.” In every 
performance, they must adjust the acting, based on the actual circumstance. During 
the performance of opera La boheme, the torch of one of the actors was burnt totally. 
We needed to pretend nothing was happened and continued the performance.  
 
Eric was not full time opera artist but in every performance, all artists needed to 
practice thirty to forty times after office hours and weekend. The venue might be the 
backstage of Hong Kong Cultural Center, or church at Central. The rules of the 
lesson were very tight. Any artist who had missed two practices would not be allowed 



to participate in the performance. Eric explains, “We need to understand the literature 
of the opera, learn Italian and German, together with dancing”.  
 
After leaving Perception Digital, Eric has worked at New York. Even though he did 
not continue the opera performance, he kept visiting Broadway cinema at Manhattan 
and Lincoln center to watch opera and musical after work. He has watched all 
famous musical, including Cats, The Phantom of the Opera, Les Miserables and 
Miss Saigon. “More musical performance can be found at New York. You can find a 
cinema at every step. You can choose any musical as you wish.” The favorite 
musical of Eric is Les Miserables. “The music of the musical is very impressive. The 
literature is meaningful. The content is similar to the actual and it is not composed by 
imagination.”  
 
Besides, Eric loves the 17th century Italian Opera. These kinds of operas emphasize 
the meaning of the literature. The range of the vocal part is wide and is performed by 
opera vocalists. “The melody of opera is beautiful. Besides, its history is also 
attractive.” 
 
Currently, Eric still helps the composing of musical in some occasion. He has taught 
music pedagogy in Hong Kong Institution of Education as guest lecture. He has also 
sponsored the SingFest choral festival last year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 


