
[English Translation] 
 

Brand New Music Learning Style 
Vocal Training through Tablet 

 
[eZone School - Hong Kong, 21 Feb 2013] The focus of the new generation learning mode is 
not solely based on grades. Students also need to get good results in extracurricular activities. 
As a result, many parents will encourage their kids to learn music. However, the time and cost 
of learning music is relatively high. Due to this demand, Playnote, a company from Hong Kong, 
has developed the “AURALBOOK” app that lets students learn music in a new way. 
 

Focusing the Development for ABRSM 
 
Playnote, the developer of AURALBOOK, is a Hong Kong company and also a member of 
incubatee in the Hong Kong Science and Technology Park. The app is designed for music 
education. The objective is to help students practice for professional music exams. The app was 
awarded with the “Gold Award of Best Lifestyle Award of the 2012 HKICTA” and “Merit Award in 
the eLearning category of the 2012 APICTA,” based on its innovative learning method for music 
education. 
 
Associated Board of Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) is one of the most recognized music 
examinations in the world. AURALBOOK is based on the grade 1 to grade 8 syllabuses and 
provides practice for different required skills like melody singing, rhythm clapping, feature 
listening, etc. Contents and practice are delivered through a tablet computer. The microphone 
on the tablet computer captures students’ singing and clapping. The pitches and clapping are 
analyzed by artificial intelligence. The artificial intelligence can even distinguish the difference 
within a semitone and provide comments and markings to students. Besides, students can save 
the practice result and mark the cloud server so that they can retrieve and understand the result 
at any time.  
 

Learning Anytime, Anywhere 
 
Eric Yung, founder and CEO of Playnote, is also a musician and teaches at a local university. 
Eric said AURALBOOK can be downloaded for free. It provides a few questions for students to 
practice. Students can purchase more questions based on requirements for different grades. 
The questions provided in AURALBOOK can be used repeatedly. Artificial intelligence can help 
to judge the students’ performance. This allows students to learn anytime, anywhere. It also 
significantly decreases the required school fee.  
 
Eric also said that this kind of electronic learning cannot substitute the traditional one-on-one 
teaching by a music teacher. “There is a lot of emotion in musical instrument playing. There are 
some details of the performance that cannot be judged by a computer or artificial intelligence. 
AURALBOOK can only provide some mechanical type of training.” AURALBOOK will provide a 



bigger question database for different examination boards. Other than ABRSM, it also provides 
questions for the Australian Music Examination Board (AMEB) and the Royal Conservatory of 
Music (RCM) of Canada, which further enriches the question database.  
	  

	  



	  
	  


