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“2012 APICTA Grand and Merit Award” Winner, Playnote, 
Expands Music e-Learning App to Android Platform 

 
[TechRitual.com - Hong Kong, 03 Feb 2013] After winning a gold award at the “2012 
HK Information and Communication Technology Awards,” Playnote recently went on 
to win a grand and merit award at the “2012 Asia-Pacific Alliance (APICTA) Awards,” 
cementing its success as an incubate of the Hong Kong Science and Technology 
Parks Corporation (HKSTPC). APICTA Awards is a much sought after international 
awards programme that spans 16 markets in Asia-Pacific since 2001. Its objective is 
to promote the best ICT products developed in the region. Today, Playnote also 
announced that its flagship product, AURALBOOK, will be launching on the Android 
platform. 
 
“We congratulate Playnote for their outstanding achievements. Playnote is the 
perfect example of how HKSTPC can help someone who has a passion and an idea 
to develop something innovative and shape it into a successful business. Since the 
launch of the incubation programmes, our incubatees have receive capital and angel 
funds totalling more than HK$780 million and has won over 200 awards. The survival 
rate since inception in 1992 is 75 percent. The payback for our hard work is the 
success of our incubatees,” Mr. Allen Yeung, vice president of Business 
Development and Technology Support of HKSTPC. 
HKSTPC’s incubation programmes provide comprehensive services such as 
technical marketing and promotion support, business matching, business plan 
consulting, mentorship, networking opportunities, financial aids and rental substitutes 
to stimulate and propel innovation and technological advancement in Hong Kong. 
With the support of HKSTPC, Playnote was able to reinforce Hong Kong’s 
credentials as a hub for technology and innovation. 
 
AURALBOOK revolutionizes the way music students learn the aural skills required 
for examinations. Regardless of the instrument or the examination authority 
(ABRRSM in the UK, AMEB in Australia, RCM in Canada or others), music students 
around the world taking musical practice exams previously required a music teacher 
to teach and practice their aural skills. With Playnote’s patented algorithms, 
AURALBOOKS records and gives instant feedback on how to improve and analyze 
the way questions are answered in listening skills training. 
 
“Music has the power to change the world, enrich our lives and is a universal 
language. To give everyone the opportunity to learn and appreciate music, we should 
make it as easy as possible. The idea initially came to me in 1993, when I was a 
student myself. Our state-of-the-art technology is already used by over 60,000 
students and teachers and with it becoming available on the Android platform, we 
expect our customer acquisition rate to increase,” said Eric Yung, CEO of Playnote. 
 



Playnote was founded by a team of professional musicians and technology experts in 
2010, specializing in products and service for music education and appreciation 
based on its core competency in digital signal processing, artificial intelligence and 
cloud computing. It works closely with music schools, institutes and individual music 
teachers around the world.  
 
2012 was a fruitful year for HKSTPC’s Incubation Programme. Graduated incubatees 
have received a number of international awards, which not only recognized these 
exceptional companies in technology and innovation, but also showed that 
HKSTPC’s Incubation Programmes and its contribution to supporting start-ups are 
being acknowledged internationally. In April 2012, Rehab-Robotics Company Limited 
was awarded “Grand Prix Du Salon International Des Invention De Geneve” at the 
40th International Exhibition of Inventions of Geneva, for the “Robotic Hand of Hope,” 
which was jointly developed with Hong Kong Polytechnic University; iMusicTech 
Limited was named “Outstanding Incubator Client” in the Technology Category of the 
2012 National Business Incubation Association (NBIA) Incubation Awards in June; in 
September, nwStor won the “2012 Hong Kong Awards for Industries: Technological 
Achievement Award’; and Playnote has closed the remarkable year with the “Best 
Startup” Grand Award from the 2012 APICTA.  
	  



	  



	  



	  


