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APICTA 2012 - Hong Kong: The Best in Asia Pacific 
 
[Capital Entrepreneur - Hong Kong, 3 Jan 2013] Governments and Industries often 
say that Hong Kong is best suited for the technology industry. Based on its complete 
infrastructure and communication network, university talents, huge regional market 
and intensive capital, Hong Kong can develop advanced technology products for the 
market. However, Hong Kong always relies on the finance and property market, 
allowing Hong Kong people to ignore the great results of local research and 
development. The most prestigious regional awards, the 2012 Asia Pacific 
Information and Communication Technology Awards (APICTA) were held in Brunei 
last month. Hong Kong companies and institutes scooped 5 grant and 7 merit awards. 
Hong Kong had the best results among all countries and regions in Asia Pacific. This 
result should make the Hong Kong people feel confident about Hong Kong’s 
achievement in technology research and development. 
 
The Hong Kong Computer Society (HKCS) led 24 Hong Kong companies, 
universities and schools, with 27 of Hong Kong’s ICT products, to participate in the 
2012 APICTA. Hong Kong won 5 grant and 7 merit awards. It is the second year that 
Hong Kong received the best result among all other countries and regions. Mr. 
Stephen Lau, president of the Hong Kong Computer Society said representatives 
from Hong Kong  must face competition from 11 other countries and regions and 
examinations from judges. Getting an award is not an easy job. 
 
“The objective of the APICTA is to increase the awareness of ICT in Asia-Pacific and 
encourage technology innovation. Hong Kong has participated in the APICTA since 
2001 and HKCS represents Hong Kong in the executive committee of the APICTA. 
HKCS is in-charge of nominating and coordinating the Hong Kong team and 
collaborating with ICT experts to provide guidance to team members so that team 
members can show the excellence of Hong Kong’s ICT to judges,” Mr. Lau said. 
 
The 2012 APICTA has attracted teams from Australia, Brunei, Indonesia, Macau, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam and 
Hong Kong. Mr. Lau further explains that the APICTA can provide a chance to learn 
and exchange ideas, which benefits the participating teams and allows the ICT 
industry in Asia-Pacific to improve all together. As the judges are from different 
countries and regions in Asia-Pacific, the fairness of the judging process and results 
can be assured. 
 

iButterfly Links Online and Offline 
 
iButterfly, developed by Media Palette Hong Kong and Cherrypicks, which already 
won the Award of the year and Best Ubiquitous Networking Grand Award in the 2012 
HKICT Awards, also received recognition in Asia-Pacific. Jason Chiu, founder and 
CEO of Cherrypicks, said that both the technology and operation were developed by 



his company. His partner, Media Palette Hong Kong, is a marketing and media 
expert. iButterfly already received 50 awards in the past 18 months.  
 
In short, the best feature of iButterfly is gamification of marketing promotion. It lets 
users have fun while getting coupons and linking up online (social media game) and 
offline (sale of physical shops). After downloading the iButterfly app for free, 
consumers can use mobile phones or tablet computers to capture virtual butterfly. 
Each butterfly represents the company’s coupon and Cherrypicks charges the 
company that provides the coupon. iButterfly includes a 3D engine, virtual reality, 
GPS and motion detection technology, etc. More than 1 million butterflies have been 
caught. Currently iButterfly has launched in 9 countries in Asia and will be launched 
in South America in the future. iButterfly was launched in Hong Kong on May 2011 
as well as in China, Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore, the Philippines, Malaysia, India 
and Vietnam. Jason also said iButterfly has won the United Nations World Summit 
Award Mobile and he will go to the United Arab Emirates to receive the award this 
coming February. 
 

AURALBOOK: The Virtual Music Teacher 
 
Playnote’s product, “AURALBOOK” received the Grand Award of Best Startup 
Category as well as the Merit Award of e-Learning category. AURALBOOK uses 
mobile educational software, which helps music students practice aural testing skills 
that are required on professional music exams. This product is also a gold award 
winner of the 2012 HKICT Award of Best Lifestyle Award (Living and Learning). 
Software can recognize student’s singing and clapping through its “digital ear,” and 
analyze students’ performance through its “artificial intelligence,” including pitches, 
beats, singing skills, clapping power, etc. The piece tested and the student’s singing 
or clapping are shown on the same music score. Suggestions and areas of 
improvement are provided by a real human voice. All students’ performances are 
uploaded and stored in a cloud server. The cloud server will further analyze students’ 
performances and determine the strengths and weaknesses. Teachers and parents 
can also view the learning progress of students and listen to the students’ 
performances online. 
 
Mr. Eric Yung, founder and CEO of Playnote, is an engineering expert and 
professional musician. He has participated in piano performances, acted as a tenor 
in opera performances and conducted orchestras. He also has more than 10 years of 
experience in piano and vocal teaching. Eric said that AURALBOOK is actually an 
electronic version of himself. Eric has a successful track record in entrepreneurship. 
He is one of the co-founders of Perception Digital, a listed company in Hong Kong. 
He was the Chief Technology Officer and Executive Director of Perception Digital. He 
hopes that he can create a new, professional education market based on his love of 
music.  
 

PolyU’s KineLabs Improves the Rehabilitation of Apoplexy in a Fun Way 
 
Polytechnic University received the Grand Award in e-health category for its product, 
“KineLabs for Elderly and Stroke Rehabilitation.” Kinelabs software was developed 



by Dr. Raymond Tong’s team. Using a Kinect sensor which captures the data depth 
for reforming the skeleton and tracks down the precise movement, PolyU 
researchers have developed a series of fun-filled games focusing on upper limb and 
lower limb motion, such as making an egg tart, cleaning the window panes of a tram 
and even killing cockroaches. The game can be played at home or in a hospital or 
elderly center. The system records the successful rate and reaction times of 
participants and creates a report. This can help to monitor the progress of patients. 
 
“INLOG,” a logistics and supply chain management system, by the International 
Transport Information Systems (ITIS), received the Grand Award in e-logistics and 
supply chain management category. The head of ITIS said the most important factor 
they can achieve is the company’s global strategy, which can fit the global needs of 
customers. 
 
“GIS-Based site search tool” by the Planning Department of the HKSAR Government, 
received the Grand Award in the e-Government category. This product already won 
the Best Service Application Award at the 2012 HKICT Awards. 
 

APICTA at Hong Kong in 2013 
 
Mr. Lau said that, the 2013 APICTA will be held in Hong Kong in November or 
December of 2013. The tentative venue is Cyberport and HKCEC. This will further 
help Hong Kong to establish the ICT’s leading role in the region. In order to represent 
Hong Kong in the 2013 APICTA, the ICT Company must win the local ICT Award. As 
a result, he encouraged HKICT to participate in the 2013 HKICT Awards and beat 
out the competition in order to represent Hong Kong in the upcoming 2013 APICTA. 
the HK ICT Award is now open for entry. 



	  
	  



	  
	  



	  
	  



	  


