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[PC Market - Hong Kong, 27 Nov 2012] Previously, when a student wants to learn 
music theory or how to play an instrument, parents will bring their child to a music 
center and find a music teacher to teach the child one-to-one. Due to time limitations, 
the music teacher often either doesn’t teach aural skills or spends only a few minutes 
teaching aural skills. As a result, the student’s aural test score will be low and affect 
the overall grade and comments in the music examination. 
 
Most of the music instrument playing exams in the UK, Canada, etc. require students 
to take an aural test. In the test, students are required to listen to a piece of music 
and sing it. The singing skill, including pitch and rhythm, is important and has a 
serious effect on the grade. In June, Playnote Limited officially launched a music 
education app: AURALBOOK that helps students to learn aural skills, which could 
not be learned at home before.  
 

Humanized App Helps Learning 
 
Founder	   of	   Playnote’s	   AURALBOOK,	   Mr.	   Eric	   Yung,	   studied	   at	   the	   Hong	   Kong	  
University	  of	  Science	  and	  Technology,	  with	  a	  major	  in	  digital	  music.	  He	  has	  also	  
worked	  as	  a	  private	  piano	  teacher	  and	  orchestra	  conductor.	  Eric	  points	  out	  that	  
in	  the	  market,	  all	  music	  training	  apps	  are	  CD	  based,	  which	  can	  only	  play	  music.	  
As	   a	   result,	   these	   kinds	   of	   apps	   cannot	   help	   in	   training	   aural	   skills,	   which	  
requires	  singing	  and	  clapping.	  “After	  a	  student	  has	  sung	  a	  piece	  of	  music,	  there	  is	  
no	  one	  to	  judge	  whether	  he	  or	  she	  has	  sung	  in	  a	  good	  or	  bad	  way,	  and	  that	  is	  the	  
problem.	  As	  a	   result,	   students	   cannot	   improve	  and	  continue	  singing	   the	  wrong	  
way.	   The	   most	   advanced	   feature	   of	   the	   AURALBOOK	   is	   that	   the	   system	   can	  
recognize	   the	   singing	   pitch	   and	   rhythm	   and	   automatically	   judge	  which	   note	   is	  
wrong,”	  Eric	  said.	  Eric	  added	  that	   the	  most	  difficult	  part	   in	   the	  development	  of	  
the	   AURALBOOK	   was	   that	   though	   different	   people	   sing	   in	   different	   ways,	   the	  
system	  can	  recognize	  the	  singing	  voice	  of	  people	  of	  different	  genders	  and	  races.	  
	  
	  



	  


